“Taters”

Setting up a series on “community” – distinguishing between “culture” and “community” and how we’re to live intersecting & interacting with one another.

The young generation is emphasizing “relationship” – looking for that which is authentic.  Every generation seeks authentic relationships.  This is a timeless challenge.

Barriers to relationship

· The “myth” of virtual relationship and virtual church – why should we get up and make the effort to “go” to church?

· In all our emphasis, people are more isolated than thought possible

· The emphasis with “intra-nets” give a false sense of community – it seems we have relationship, yet we find ourselves isolated.

· Not unlike eating the wrong foods – our stomach can be full but we are starving for nutrition

· “Vicarious” fellowship – what we have in “virtual relationships”

· Vicarious – means to experience, feel or enjoy something thru the experience of another, not ourselves.

· Looking on from a distance and the experience we observe becomes a shallow participation experience thru another

· EX 33 – the experience of Israel and Moses meeting with the Lord in the Tent of Meeting.  The people would observe that Moses was in communication with God, but they would remain in their own tent.  Israel watched fellowship at a distance; they experienced God “vicariously” thru Moses experience.  But intimacy with God is intended to be experienced personally.

· When Christ died, the veil in the temple was torn to open up access between God and us.

· Relationship from a distance doesn’t work – a text message isn’t the same as a touch or a hug

· HEB 10:19 – we have confidence to enter the Presence of God by the blood of Christ.

· JAM 4:8 – “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you…” God intends for us to 

· Virtual church cannot provide the connection that comes only from joining someone in agreement in faith.

· Such a mentality breeds an attitude of being a spectator.

· Such an attitude separates us and neutralizes participation

· PHILEMON 1:6 – “…the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.”

· As we share in our faith – participate together, believe together, serve together – we more fully see & experience all the good that Christ is for us and fulfill all the good He has for us to do.

· Community promotes this

Every human is divinely created with 2 voids:

· A void for relationship with God

· A void for relationship with other people

· Nothing else fills these voids except that for which they were designed

· People try to fill the slot for God with all manner of thing – philosophy, theology, ideas, or worse

· People try to fill their need for relationship with other things

· It is in the community of church that these needs – both needs – are ultimately met and satisfied.

However, in the church community, the process of filling these slots can be complicated by the different kinds of “taters” one finds there.  The question:  What kind of “tater” are you?

· Spec-taters – “You go ahead, I’ll watch you.”  A lot of people in the church watch from a distance.

· Dic-taters – “There is ONE way and its my way!”  They want everything the way they want it; forgetting that we cannot dictate to God what needs to be done.

· Expec-taters – “I’m disappointed it isn’t this way.”  Relationships fail or succeed on the basis of unspoken expectations.  

· Haters – “It doesn’t matter, I don’t like you anyway.”  Some folks are simply so damaged, they don’t like anything

· Rumi-naters – “Let me think about that…”  As people ruminate, their faith is ruined.  There is a point where only stepping out and act so as to let what is on the inside come out.  To let the Holy Spirit express himself and move thru us, the anointing will be stifled

· Procrast-inators – “When I need you, I’ll call you.”  We all fall into this pattern.

· Partici-pators – For community to work we must be active with one another, proactive toward one another.  PS 139:13 demonstrates God’s pro-activity – He knit us in our mother’s womb..

· We are to be proactive with one another 

· Community takes initiative – by it we reach out toward one another

· It works as we come to God

· JN 7:37 – “if anyone is thirsty, let him come to me…”

· God intends for us to come to Him; if you want Him, you need to come to Him

· We tend to wait for others to reach out to us thinking that to be the measure of other’s love for us

· We don’t need to wait for others to reach out to us; we can reach out to others

· Being pro-active in community is vital.

· 1THESS 5:11 – “Encourage one another and build one another up…”  We will never come into our destiny outside the practice Christ-centered community.

· There is a gravitational pull toward community that will draw us to one another if we don’t let the sin and isolation of being the wrong kind of “taters” break that pull.

· Mashed-taters – This is the goal.

· What makes them good is to blend multiple kinds of potatoes.

· It’s when they are put together, its good.

· When community is working, people want the result; they are drawn to the “tastiness” of it.

· Coming into community – becoming “mashed taters” – is the focus on community in SEP

