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Ephesians 3:1-6 “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the

Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel...”

· Paul was an unusual apostle being sent to reach the Gentile world…most outreach initially was Jewish

· The initial base for the development of the church was among the Jews.  This group regarded the Gentiles as not “first class” people and, as such, could only be “lesser” believers…”They can have Jesus, but over there, apart from us…”

· Paul’s mission was to show that God only had ONE family.  Though God had many people, they are to be one.

· What unites us is the basic orthodoxy of what we believe…though there be some points of difference, we are joined together at the core of who we are.

· Paul came bringing a message that God intended to work a unity, to be ONE people.

· There was no longer to be a distinction between Gentile & Jewish – God died for one people.

· To build beyond a “mono-ethnic” appearance has to be done intentionally.  

· We are in “fellow-ship” – we are joined TOGETHER.
I. Fellow Heirs; vs. 6a – the Jews and an understanding that they were not only God’s chosen, but God’s singular people.

· Jesus set the tone for prayer by naming Father “OUR” Father – someone we know together.

· To speak of this congregation, we need to regard this as “US”

A. Not An "Only" Child

 
B. Inheritors Of God's "Willed" Word
· God intends us to read and know His “will” – what God has declared

· We need to know what His will is – by being in the Bible

· We are “fellow heirs” – we are in fellowship together in the “will” – the inheritance of what God has given to us.

· It is about us understanding God’s WILL for our lives together.
II. Fellow Members; vs. 6b

A. Joined – we believe we are to be joined together beyond holding to the same theology together

· God has joined us together in such a way that, like the body, we function by building up itself – each part helping the other parts to grow.

· We are joined together by being joined to one another.  There ought to be “joining” to be linked with one another.
B. Needed – we are to NEED each other

· We each have importance and we each need what the other has to offer

· We need to work together
C. Valued – we should value one another

· Often we don’t value the least part of our body

· We must not wait until we see a part is injured to recognize its importance.
III. Fellow Partakers Of The Promise; vs. 6c – God had no beginning; He alone is eternal.  We are immortal – we began as a creature who are moral, but now (in Christ) we become immortal
A. Life Eternal Now, With Others – God came to give abundant life

a. We are to live in such a way that we become better each day because He has provided 

b. Eternal life is to start now; the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven is to be experienced & shown forth NOW, in and thru our lives.

c. We are to be people sharing together in a common vision.
   B. Heaven: A Family Reunion

