Pastor Brett - 2PET 2:7-10

(7) "…and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (8) (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); (9) then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, (10) and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.”

Background:  God came to Sodom & Gomorrah

· EZEK 16:48-51 -- God judged them for arrogance, were abundantly supplied and at ease and they didn't help the poor

· In that context Lot had settled, though he had come to the promised land with Abram; left without a father when Haran, Abram brought his nephew with him to the promised land

· In that land, Lot became wealthy and separated himself; Abram gave Lot the choice to go where he wanted to go

· Lot chose an inheritance in the world rather than to be with God's man, Abram.  

· He chose a city that was arrogant, inhospitable, ungrateful.  E.g. the ruler of Sodom had no gratitude for his deliverance at Abram's hand.

· These are the people with whom Lot went to dwell

· By contrast, Abraham interceded for Sodom asking God not to destroy the city if there be only 10 righteous people there.

The righteousness of Lot

· When the angels came to Sodom, Lot hosted them.  

· His righteousness was relative to the surroundings he was in; he was not righteous as compared to some, but God looks at our context; 

· He cares for us, He recognizes our situation and that we are righteous relative to the world around us.  Fortunately, we don't have to be perfect to gain God's attention to be saved/delivered.

· To be delivered, Lot was required to leave the city - to flee from the place - to be saved.  He was told to go to the mountains, but went only went as far as Zoar (Small).  God's judgement was thwarted by Lot's presence.

God’s deliverance – Lot’s rescue
· Lot's wife longed for what she was leaving and died as a result.  She could not leave in faith what she had always known.  

· Salvation requires a forward-looking view.

· Remarkably, Lot didn't consider going back to Abraham; 
· When God rescues, He not only wants to bring you "out" from judgment, but also to bring you "in" to the prosperity of His blessing.  
· We remain in this world in order that God can do something wonderful, that we can be empowered, enlightened in the darkness so as to make an impact, bring change to this world.

· Lot's righteousness didn't influence others; righteousness is intended to be like leaven that influences all that it touches.

· Lot didn't think in terms of returning to be w/ Abraham:  
· As such, he lost everything in his pursuit of the wrong things and lost even more by failing to return to Abraham.

· It's not enough to simply NOT do wrong things, we are to fully enter into that which prompts/leads us to do what right.

· We live far below all that God wants to bring us into -- He wants to bring us OUT, a deliverance completely from the sin & evil of this world; 
· There is always a way out of evil’s temptation
· 1COR 10:13 - "there is no temptation that comes upon us that isn't common to man and God is faithful to provide a way out..."

· God provides escape, He intends us to come OUT and then to "hunger & thirst after righteousness"

· What we hunger & thirst for we obtain; God brings us out from sin that we can hunger & thirst after the right thing.  God intends for us to succeed in righteousness

· God intends that we walk in the highest practice and according to the best standards we can use in working with Him to bring about righteousness in our living.

· In seeking to please God, we do our best to do his will every day.  

· When we are strong and long in obedience, God works out his anointing us.

· Weakness gets us before God in a way where by we can receive His life

God will judge those who disobey

· To those who disobey and those who indulge the flesh; there will be retribution; if you despise authority and indulge the flesh, there will be an accounting before God
· Believers are not to tend in that direction.  Love authority and do not indulge the flesh

· People don't like anyone else's authority but their own; there must be authority that is recognized and exercised derived from the biblical basis of authority.  

· As God’s people, we are to relate rightly to authority
· Authority is always to be recognized and submitted to

· Many in the Bible give us examples of how to relate to authority, even wrongly exercised authority, in a proper fashion.
· Daniel, Joseph, Esther, etc.

·   We are to LOVE authority

· If you choose not to indulge flesh and embrace authority, good will find you.
