2Peter
Process & Patience
 
 
    2Peter 3:1-9 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,  2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.  3Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming ? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."  5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Peter begins by saying that he is intentionally “stirring” them up

· For whatever reason, Peter feels it needful to repeat what he has already told these people

· Nothing wrong with being reminded – we are by nature forgetful

I. Memory Jog; vss. 1-2
    A. Remember The Prophetic Words; vs. 1

· Often not enough to hear things one time

· Purpose of meditation is not emptying yourself, but to reiterate over & over what you know so as to get it internally

· Word is drawn from animal “chewing the cud” – repeated process of taking down a truth and bringing it back to mind so as to “hear” it again

· Peter is talking about the “last days” –

· “Last days”, “end times” has been concept improperly handled by believers

· Such are an “era” – length of days that anticipate the end

· Remember what the prophets said – they didn’t speak by their own volition, but by the Lord

· Don’t make present circumstance cause you to forget and lose faith
    B. Remember Christ's Commandment Spoken By Your Leaders; vs. 2
· The church is to hear as a cohesive unit held together by a vision spoken by your leaders

· “A new commandment” in JN 13 – in doing so He didn’t ADD a commandment, but “refreshed” God’s commandment:  “love everyone else like I love you.”

· MATT 22:37-39 – the 2 most basic commandments declared by God

· But man is minimalistic:  folks try to get around the commandments of God.  When told to love your neighbor, response was to ask “who is my neighbor”

· Jesus response was to picture the neighbor as the most unacceptable person – a Samaritan.

· In our effort to avoid obeying God, we create “loop holes” so as to do as little as possible.

· So Jesus distilled it down:  “love others like I love you” and it was this commandment that Jesus commanded and it was this commandment that Peter and the church leaders spoke to God’s people.

· Christ was merciful and patient with people and died for them and commands us to love others like He loved us

II. Mockers Missing It; vss. 3-7
A. Nothing's Changed Or Will Change; vs. 4

· It is important for us to remember and to USE our memory.

·  In difficulty we often forget what has God done in the past – the many times when God has delivered, restored, that He died for us

· Yet when difficulty comes, we forget all He has done and his love for us

· Jesus cautioned his disciples to not be effected by the influence of the hypocrisy – the leaven – of the Pharisees.  Yet when disciples heard caution about leaven thought only of bread, who was supposed to get the bread.  They had forgotten what God did with the 5 loaves and 2 fish.  We forget God’s faithfulness when adversity comes.  We let our memory fly away

· Ps 112:7 – the blessed man’s heart is fortified by the assurance of God’s love and his experience of that faithfulness

· We must continually fortify our hearts

· God is addressing the falsehood of mockers that have always been in play

· God superintends over all our lives to cause good for our lives – not karma or what is in the stars

· Believer’s will not be effected by the fire for we have already been baptized by the Spirit and by fire.

· God is working to bring the fullness of his Kingdom on the planet – the distinction between heaven and earth will be removed – all will be done with God’s direct presence

B. They Ignore History; vs. 5-6

· God once destroyed the world by water and He will one day do so by fire.  The purpose of such judgment by fire is for the salvation and cleansing of the planet

C. They Dismiss Prophecy; vs. 7

· He is not slow regarding his promises – He will bring about what He intends just as He has done in the past

 
III. Millennial Mercy; vss. 8-9
A. Day Like A Thousand Years; vs. 8

· But we must be patient

· “A day will be as a thousand years and a thousand years as a day”

· God is able to “speed” things up – when we come to engage with the Word of God and embrace God’s purpose, He is able to “speed up” what needs to be done to bring us into what He intends for us

· Like the conveyor belt at an airport – when we walk in God’s will He conveys us into his purpose quicker than we could do on our own

B. Thousand Years Like A Day; vs. 8

· He allows the process of his will to be perfected in our lives – He does so patiently.  We become impatient with others, we judge others, but God does not.

B. Patience With A View Toward Repentance; vs. 9

· God is merciful, kind, patient in dealing with us so that we have opportunity to come to the knowledge of the truth.

