Redeemed
    1Pet 1:17-19 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay {on earth;} 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, {the blood} of Christ.
· Peter was an important figure to the early church
· Salvation came with a cost; someone sacrificed for your benefit to help you experience life
· There is an obligation to live up to the level of what was sacrificed; to live in a manner worthy of that sacrifice
· God gave not expecting something in return; but for us who have received, we have a responsibility.
· Peter appeals to them on the basis of God’s parentage.
I. Sons Revere...; 1Pet 1:17  
b. If you call yourself a son & God is your father, you should live in fear – a healthy respect of God.  This is something that is to be revered, maintained & cultivated.

c. We were ransomed, bought out from sin; we are to live for Him in that He bought us.  Our inheritance was alienation from God, no hope, without purpose, completely cut off by our sin.  

d. He made a sacrifice for us, He paid for us with something imperishable.  Though gold is valuable, it can perish, be destroyed.  

e. We were ransomed with incorruptible things because we are not perishable.  We are immortal – we have a beginning and are not to perish.  The image of God is on the inside of us.

f. You were never made to be perishable, so only the imperishable could equal the worth of an imperishable creation.

g. We are rich in price and God values us; esteems us as being valuable.

II. ...Because A Price Was Paid; 1Pet 1:18-19
a.     The only thing that can redeem a human being is another human being; but they would need to be redeemed.  Only another Person who is without sin, who needed no redemption to provide such for us.

i. His perfection was more than good works

b. The need was for more than physical life.  Every miracle had a finite ending with death.  The only miracle that is transformational and truly transcendent is the recreation of new life thru faith.

c. The blood that was offered had to be perfect.  The lamb offered in OT sacrifice had to be “without blemish” – only such an offering was adequate.

d. Jesus was perfect having expressed the struggle of overcoming this world and He now dwells in us; we can overcome.  Because He lives in me, its not just effort, but God’s power and his mercy fortifies us as we move forward.  

e. The benefits of the cross are to be lived in daily, drawn upon and by these we live.  We waste life when we live apart from Christ.  

f. Our prayer to God is to live like Christ.  
