Gospel Recognition & Retention
  
    1Cor 15:1-7 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2  by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4  and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scripture,  5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;
· Paul is writing to correct a notion about the resurrection.  Greeks had a hard time thinking of the body being raised from the dead.
· He started his letter talking about the cross and the last chapter talks about the resurrection and in between he writes about life.  The word of the cross is to us who believe God’s wisdom, the power of our salvation.
· Thru the middle of 1COR, he talks about what it means to walk rightly before God – in unity, in moral behavior, that all immorality causes us to disassociate from the benefits of the Kingdom, to live in victory with in the culture by not stumbling on another based on their weaknesses, that as a church there must be both power and order for there to be benefit in ministry.
· In the end, beginning in Chapt 15 Paul talks about the resurrection, that we will be raised up in Christ.  Paul is driving home the point that the resurrection is real.  It is so real, Paul concludes, that if Christ didn’t raise from the dead, then we are still in our sin.  His resurrection testifies to his sinless death; that his substitutionary death is null if He did not rise.
· Paul emphasizes the gospel and re-emphasizes it as something new.  Each time we hear it, we hear it in a fresh time.  Hear the gospel again as though for the first time.
I. Pro-typical Message; 1Cor 15:3-4 
    A. Christ Died For Our Sins

· He is saying this to “refresh” the impact of the cross and its power so that people would be better for the second hearing.  That it would be heard as though it were for the first time.

· He died for our sins for our sins.  This is amazing because there will never be a full or marvelous return on his sacrifice.  Christ is always superior, but He intends for us to represent himself on the earth.

· Ministry is incompetent people doing supernatural things for God and in service to his purpose.  It is the expression of his immeasurable love.  That He would die for us and lay himself down for us…it doesn’t make sense.

· The chastisement of our peace was on him; He died for our iniquity

· He fulfilled numerous prophetic passages – “Why have you forsaken me?”  

· So many of the elements of his death were beyond his control, yet all of these circumstances fulfilled prophecy – fulfilled the purposes & plans of God.

· Only by the blood of the lamb can the over passing judgment of God be avoided.  This is Passover – when the blood was shed to keep away the judgment of God.

· To believe in what Christ has done, to believe that He took our punishment, that his blood was for our covering, that his perfection was to become our perfection – all this so that we can appear before God.

· Because He died for us, He imputes – He places Christ’s righteousness – on us.
    B. He Was Buried
· Buried in a tomb with a 2000lb stone.  The tomb was sealed by the government to determine that the stone had not been moved.
· There was word that He might rise again so a guard was placed by the Roman empire to keep the body from being stolen.  The disciples were the most likely suspects to steal the body, but they had lived in fear up to that time making it inconceivable that they would take the body.  When Jesus died, their dream died with him.
· Even after the body was gone, there was the claim the body was stolen; but that makes no sense
· The body was “kept”, but none of it kept him from rising.
    C. He Was Raised On The Third Day 
· “I know that my redeemer lives and He will take his place and stand on that last day.”  
· Five hundred plus witnesses saw him as resurrected.  The disciples on the Road saw him and it changed their life.
 
II. Pro-typical Results; 1Cor 15:1-4 – we must RECEIVE this gospel

A. Message To Be Received; vs. 1
· Receiving the message is more than mental assent.  
· JAMES 1:21 – “Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”
· We must remove the things that remain in our lives so that the gospel can take root and truly be planted in our lives.  When neglect comes to the soul, the roots of things pulled out previously grow back.  
· We must “receive…the implanted word” – we pull out the vestiges of what we embraced and insure that the message is “planted” down on the insides. We must do away with what draws us away from the life of the gospel
· If the truth is not planted, you will be drawn away, pulled away toward that which is in grown in our lives, not only the big things like murder or infidelity, but the lesser but no less hindering effects of sin as a whole.  On this basis we are able to STAND.
· Unless the gospel is planted, it will not take root and bring forth its fruit.
B. Message Upon Which To Stand; vs. 1
· Standing as those “pop back up” when knocked down.  Rooted in such a way that at the end of the day you are still standing.
C. Message That Saves- vs. 2;  
· Only by this gospel and faith in it is able to save us.  Good works cannot be effective to save.  

· Our lives are worthy of God’s judgment and punishment.
· The gospel delivers us from ourselves so that we can live as we are to live.  
D. Message Must Be Saved...; vs. 2
· We must keep – hold on to, SAVE – what we’ve heard.  The gospel message when we hear it, read it, are imparted to by it.
· We need salvation from ourselves, saved from the propensity to go in the way according to your own understanding.  Ask God to lead you out from yourself. 
· We believe in “victory”; though we press toward perfection, but we live by overcoming and winning more than we lose.  We are renewed by drawing from the mercy of God and be restored.  By this we stand and are SAVED  
· The gospel saves us if we hold it fast in our hearts – we must keep what we hear, push the “save” button in our hearts.  This is how we are to handle this gospel – by holding fast to it and keeping it in our hearts.
· Doing so allows us to live in some degree “worthily” of the Lord, to make a return on the Lord’s investment in us.  More than just getting by, let’s bring a smile to the face of God.
         
