Judgment & Deliverance
 
 
    2Pet 2:1-10a But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.  4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;  7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),  9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority...
3 things addressed in 2nd part of this letter.  
1) Peter warns the church to be careful of misleading teachers
2) He speaks of God's merciful judgment toward those who are misguided
3) Peter declares ability & willingness to carry out miraculous deliverance for those who repent
 
 
I. There are those who are among God's people who seek to lead them away from the truth; vss. 1-3
A. Heretical Doctrine -- is error that leads away from salvation; it disqualifies us from true faith; such doctrine precludes the one who holds to it to no longer walk in keeping with orthodox faith -- true doctrine.

a. Not all error is heresy; error can lead away from the right way to live yet not cause one to deny the true nature of Christ

b. Heresy is error that brings a denial of the true nature of Christ

c. Our aim: to believe right and live right in such a way that there is authenticity in how we live; that we have the proper quality of life that reflects that our faith is rightly directed.

B. Rejection Of Christ Leads to a denial of Christ 

d. Orthodoxy holds that Christ was born of a virgin, 

e. Christ was born fully God; He was 100% of both God & man. 
f. When we encounter the paradox, when we are confronted with what we cannot understand with our minds, it is to bring us to worship, not cynicism.  

g. Heresy takes away the foundations stones of orthodoxy -- you can't take the parts of Christ you want and reject the rest; doing such brings us to heresy. 
h. Such a place is where truth is maligned; to deny Christ's nature, or do so selectively, maligns truth because it denies him.  
C. Truth's Way Will Be Twisted

i. When we malign the truth, we eventually do not love people properly.  
j. When you are a sound Christian, you live in such a way that demonstrates selfless-ness.  
k. A good Christian is good at doing what they do AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST; 
l. Truth is to be primary and valuable to us; 
m. Truth, however we find it – even in correction – is valuable and to be desired

n. The Word of God, the truth, is found in the Bible 
o. It is vital that we READ THE BIBLE REGULARL
D. They Will Exploit The Sheep - False teachers use people for their own gain;
p. Good leaders may make mistakes, but such are acknowledged and aggressively corrected so as not to happen again.  
q. True Christian leadership is NOT about "me";

r. GCC’s staff policy: 2COR 1:12 – “For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you.”

s. This is the way this church’s leadership strives to lead and serve
E. They Will Receive Judgment 

t. False teachers' destruction is immanent: their judgment is not idle (v.3); 
u. God is actively working to bring them into condemnation; destruction will come upon them.
II. Merciful Judgment  - God is merciful to everyone so as to, by some means, keep them from judgment - angels, the ancient world, Sodom, and the unrighteous
A. God's mercy often look like people are getting away with something
i. In his forbearance, He is longsuffering.  
ii. When He is that way with us, we are grateful, yet judgmental when He is that way with others.
iii. God strives to extend mercy to all who are wayward from the truth. 
B. Angels – God’s dealings with the angels is somewhat speculative based on a composite of what Scripture tells us [see EZEK 28, IS 14, and REV 12] about angels, their role, and something of their history.
i. There were apparently 3 presiding angels – Lucifer, Michael, and Gabriel
ii. Lucifer oversaw heavenly worship
iii. Michael was a lead angel in warfare
iv. Gabriel was an announcing angel
v. Lucifer desired the praise that was to be directed to God and led 1/3 of heavens angels in rebellion; these were cast to earth and it is thought these are the demonic forces we see at work around us
vi. Angelic beings had opportunity to see the glory of God everyday and doing so, they were distinctively blessed.  How do you see the glory of God and then walk away?  How would you restore such a one who rejected the glory of God?  With what would God draw such back to repentance?  Mercy was extended before hand to the angelic hosts yet some rejected God.
C. Ancient World – was distinctively worse than the world we live in
i. Then, everyone thought about being evil continually...it was an evil age; violence filled the earth
ii. God showed merciful judgment by finding 8 people in that age for  whom He could work salvation and, in the process of doing so, proclaim salvation to those around them.

iii. God spoke with Noah and his sons and developed a means by which His mercy was shown.  
iv. As the ark was built, and while it was being built, Noah’s testimony went forth, a message of warning & mercy was be preached.  For a hundred years, God gave people an opportunity to repent
D. Sodom & Gomorrah Sodom - traditionally understood that God judged these cities because of the prevalence of their distinct sexual sin, when in fact it was more than that -- greed, selfishness, lack of compassion & arrogance
i. Important that we don’t make some sins worse than others

ii. The Bible does not say that God created some people as homosexual; however, we are all born with certain predispositions toward any number of wrong things

iii. Rather than our weaknesses becoming a justification for doing wrong, we believe God is able to redeem, to deliver us from bondage

iv. The issue of sin is the offence of God's heart -- all sin is sin.  
v. People can be saved and still struggle; a person can struggle with homosexuality (and any other sin) and still walk in salvation

vi. It is different, however, if someone wants to live in a wanton way, openly denying God’s grace for change and presuming upon God’s mercy; such must not have fellowship in the body of Christ and must be excommunicated, they can't continue in the fellowship
vii. However, even these are to then be pursued and extended the opportunity  to repent.

viii. We must stand on the mores of Scripture AND the mercy it testifies to that empowers us to forgive. 

ix. In Sodom, Lot's righteousness was relative – by comparison to those around him, it was enough to present a challenge and to call those people to repentance

III. Miraculous Rescue (slide- coast guard rescuing someone at sea); vss. 5-9a
A. Noah
B. Lot
