Ps Jim -- Community

Review:

Taters -- What Kind of Tater Are You?

Aim is to be a "Participator" -- to come into the activity of God

Ultimate goal -- to become one in Christ -- "mashed taters"

Definition -- what is the meaning of "community"

* Latin:  "cum" -- with/together; "munus" -- gift

* We all bring what gifts we have together into the church

* "with" -- speaks of our need to be together; while seems obvious, but often our lives are lived apart from this; 


* the church was TOGETHER (ACTS 2:14; 5:12; HEB 10:24; )


* "they had everything together in common" -- to share in this way, we 


have to spend time together.


* "let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of 



doing...but let us encourage one another"


* We must be deliberate in your 'FELLOWSHIP'; we need to be intentional for this to happen


* We are to encourage one another as the Day approaches.

* When we are together, there is a corporate revelation that comes about

* EPH 1:17-19 -- "power together with all the saints" -- there is a power; corporate prayer and worship is 


* When we're together we come to know God better; God is so big, there are aspects of His love that gets reflected off the lives of every believer.  Together we can come to a stronger, deeper sense of His love -- beyond what we can come to on our own.


* Just having a better knowledge of God by being together is enough of a justification for being together.  As we come into proximity with one another, we come to a deeper realizatinon of His love

* GIFT -- the gift isn't just what we bring to gathering, it is THE GIFT

* Its not the gift one brings but the individual himself is the GIFT.  When you value something hightly, you love it.


* You got to be WITH to have community


* You got LOVE the gift

* When we marry both the WITH and the GIFT we come up wiht a reciprocity -- this leads to "social community"


* The collective value of all social networks and bond with one another gives rise to reciprocity.  In doing so, the entity becomes greater than the organization itself.


* Western culture is losing the sense of community that glued the family and the church together in themselves.


* When the community of the family and the church are eroded, govt emerged to replace these vital institutions of support


* Need to be at home in 3 places - the home, the office, and the gathering place (that people would call their own)


* The church should be the "3rd space" -- not a club, a Starbucks, or whereever.  It should be the church as defined by the people who make it up.  When I'm with the people who make up the church, I'm in the "community of the church".  What produces life is that the sum of the parts is greater than the whole.  The progenitor of life is present in the church and He becomes the multiplier of life in the community of the church.

* Multiplication follows community: ACTS 5:12-16

* WHEN WE experience the LIFE, it is multiplied.  Though the people were feared, not understood, yet the people could not stay away.  

* The time to join a church is not a time of adversity -- community serves to not simply support us in crisis, but help us to avert crisis.

* God wants to RESTORE the church to the CENTER of culture and society.  Time is the investment that brings value to relationship!
